NOVA SCOTIA

Putting it on the map

HISTORY BOOKS will tell you that the Cabot
Trail—the 298 km of highway that snakes
along Cape Breton Island’s jagged terrain—is.
named after John Cabot, who landed in Can-
ada in 1497. What they don’t say, however,
is that the Venetian explorer’s real name was
Giovanni Caboto. This irks Michael Tibollo,
president of the National
-Congress of Italian-Can-
adians. So much so that
the Toronto lawyer is pro-
posing an “0” be added to
the end of the trail’s name
on signs and maps.

The thought of changing
the name to Caboto Trail—
renaming part of the trail
cameupasamotioninthe
House of Commons last year but died when
the election was called—has spiralled into a
cross-provincial spat of sorts. “I'm getting
all these negative ‘You Upper Canadian,’
and ‘How dare someone from your part of
the country . . ” comments,” says Tibollo. “I
never intended to create arift between Nova
Scotia and Ontario.”
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Tibollo says a name change would simply
highlight the bond between Cape Breton and
Italy, and be a potential boost for the island’s
tourism-dependent economy. But Norman
MacDonald, president of the Cape Breton
Genealogy and Historical Association, says
there’s “overwhelming opposition” to theidea.
_ “Idon’t think changing the
® name would bring more
f Italian tourists,” he says.
| “We’re very much in favour
of heritage discovery trips,

but I can see no positive
| benefits to changing the
name.”

Tibollo—who was told by
David Wilson, the Nova
Scotian minister of com-
munities, culture and heritage, thatlocal MPs
would have to be consulted on theissue—insists
that he’s received positive feedback from many
Cape Bretoners. Still, he’s disappointed in the
overall reaction. “As much as we call ourselves
a multicultural society, we have a situation
where there are some people very set in their
ways of looking at things.” LYNDSIE BOURGON

HEALTH CARE

UNIVERSAL
SUPPORT FROM
THE DONALD

WHEN DONALD TRUMP published The Amer-
ica We Deserve, a political manifesto of sorts
in 2000, the business tycoon outlined a very
un-Republican policy agenda, including much
praise for how Canada deals with the sick.
“We must have universal health care,” wrote
Trump. “I’'m a conservative on most issues
but a liberal on this one. We should not hear
so many stories of families ruined by health
care expenses.” He continued, “Doctors might
be paid less than they are now, as is the case
in Canada, but they would be able to treat
more patients because of the reduction in
their paperwork.”
Along with the book, the host of Celebrity

Apprentice, who now tops some polls as the
leading Republican candidate for 2012, has
made untold statements over the past dec-
ade that could discredit his bid, including
frank critiques of George W. Bush and the
Traq war. He even donated to Barack Obama’s
campaign. But he’s since made a political
about-face. He’s taken up the birther cause,
questioning Obama’s U.S. citizenship, backed
the invasion of Iraq, and has reversed his
stance on abortion—Trump is now pro-life.
So does The Donald still love Canadian-
style universal health care? After all, he
made his stance pretty clear back then
“The Canadian plan also helps Canadians
live longer and healthier than Americans,”
he wrote. “There are fewer medical lawsuits,
less loss of labour to sickness, and lower
costs to companies paying for the medical
care of their employees.” Speaking to a
crowd of Tea Partiers a couple weeks ago
in Boca Raton, Fla., Trump said he’d “fight
to get rid of Obamacare, which is a total
disaster.” Though he didn’t say it, perhaps
he has a made-in-Canada alternative in
mind. STEPHANIE FINDLAY
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